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THE CARRIER CAN BE:
THE VESSEL’s REGISTERED OWNER 
THE REGISTERED BAREBOAT CHARTERER
THE BAREBOAT CHARTERER
THE SUBCHARTERERS
THE DISPONENT OWNER (OPERATOR)
THE AGENT FOR CO-OWNERS
THE TIME CHARTERER
THE TRANSHIPMENT VESSEL OWNER
THE MORTGAGEE IN POSSESSION
THE TUG’s OWNERS 
THE FREIGHT FORWARDER 
THE MASTER 
THE SHIPAGENTS
THE STEVEDORING COMPANY
THE TERMINAL OPERATOR
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THE CARRIER CANNOT BE: THE CUSTOM HOUSE

THE CARGO CONSOLIDATOR

THE VESSEL’s P&I INSURERS

THE CONTAINER HIRER

THE PILOT ON BOARD

THE VESSEL’s CLASS SOCIETY

THE SHIP’s MANAGER

THE VOYAGE CHARTERER

THE VESSEL’s FINANCERS
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THE LEGAL 
JURGON

ON THE TITLE
TO SUE

THE SIGNOR 
OF THE B/L

THE ACTUAL 
CARRIER

THE NVOCCTHE PERFORMING
PARTY

THE MARITIME 
PERFORMING PARTY

THE HOLDER OF THE
RIGHT OF CONTROL

THE CONTRACTING
CARRIER
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USING
THE 
KEY

OWNERS’ B/L FORM

MASTER’s 
EMPLOYMENT

VESSEL’s SEAL

IDENTITY OF 
CARRIER CLAUSE

APPOINTMENT OF 
PORT AGENTS

TITLE UNDER
HAGUE/VISBY RULES

LINER TRADE
TITLE UNDER THE 

ROTTERDAM RULES

TITLE UNDER 
HAMBURG RULES
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WHAT TO
DO THEN?

ARREST THE
CARRYING VESSEL

LEAVE IT TO
YOUR INSURER

SUE ALL IN
SIMILAR GUISA

SUE THE PORT
AGENTS

SEARCH THROUGH
THE P&I CLUB

WRITE TO BIMCO FIND THE 
“BENEFICIAL OWNER”


