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I. I. WhenWhen do do theythey applyapply??
a) a) WhichWhich contractscontracts areare coveredcovered??

--ContractsContracts of of 
carriagecarriage byby seasea, , 
needneed not be a b/l not be a b/l 
oror documentdocument of of 
titletitle
--not not charterpartiescharterparties

--billbill of of ladinglading oror ““otherother similarsimilar
documentdocument of of titletitle””
--Not Not charterpartiescharterparties oror waybillwaybill
--““straightstraight billsbills of of ladinglading”” areare coveredcovered
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I. I. WhenWhen do do theythey applyapply??
b) b) WhichWhich voyagesvoyages areare coveredcovered??

a)a) b/l b/l issuedissued in a in a 
Hamburg Hamburg statestate

b)b) CarriageCarriage fromfrom a a 
Hamburg Hamburg statestate

c)c) CarriageCarriage toto a a 
Hamburg Hamburg statestate

d)d) ContractContract of of 
carriagecarriage
expresslyexpressly appliesapplies
thethe RulesRules

a)a) b/l b/l issuedissued in a in a HagueHague--
VisbyVisby statestate

b)b) CarriageCarriage fromfrom a a 
HagueHague--VisbyVisby statestate

c)c) ContractContract of of carriagecarriage
expresslyexpressly appliesapplies thethe
RulesRules

SilentSilent
(b/l (b/l issuedissued in a in a 
contractingcontracting
statestate))
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I. I. WhenWhen do do theythey applyapply??
c) c) PeriodPeriod of of coveragecoverage

thethe periodperiod duringduring
whichwhich thethe carriercarrier
is in is in ““chargecharge”” of of 
thethe goodsgoods at at thethe
portport of of loadingloading, , 
duringduring thethe
carriagecarriage andand at at thethe
portport of of dischargedischarge

thethe periodperiod fromfrom thethe time time thethe goodsgoods
areare loadedloaded on on toto thethe time time whenwhen theythey
areare dischargeddischarged fromfrom thethe shipship
i.e.i.e.““tackletackle toto tackletackle””

HamburgHamburgHagueHague--VisbyVisbyHagueHague



II. II. CarrierCarrier’’ss ObligationsObligations
a) a) CarrierCarrier’’ss dutyduty of of carecare

CarrierCarrier andand his his 
servantsservants mustmust taketake allall
measuresmeasures thatthat couldcould
reasonablyreasonably be be 
requiredrequired toto avoidavoid thethe
eventevent causingcausing lossloss
andand itsits consequencesconsequences

--DueDue diligencediligence toto provideprovide a a seaworthyseaworthy vesselvessel
((extendsextends toto manningmanning, , equippingequipping andand
cargoworthinesscargoworthiness) ) beforebefore andand at at thethe
beginningbeginning of of thethe voyagevoyage
--properlyproperly andand carefullycarefully loadload, , handlehandle, , stowstow, , 
carrycarry, , keepkeep, , carecare forfor andand dischargedischarge goodsgoods
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II. II. CarrierCarrier’’ss ObligationsObligations
b) b) CarrierCarrier’’ss defencesdefences

CarrierCarrier mustmust proveprove
he, his he, his servantsservants oror
agentsagents tooktook allall
measuresmeasures thatthat couldcould
reasonablyreasonably be be 
requiredrequired toto avoidavoid thethe
occuranceoccurance andand itsits
consequencesconsequences

TheThe cataloguecatalogue exceptionsexceptions includingincluding::
errorerror in in navigationnavigation
firefire
perilsperils of of thethe seasea
actact of of GodGod
actact of of warwar andand publicpublic enemiesenemies
restraintrestraint of of statestate authorityauthority
strikesstrikes oror lockoutslockouts
riotsriots, , civilcivil commotionscommotions
savingsaving life life oror propertyproperty at at seasea
inherentinherent vicevice
defectivedefective packingpacking
catchcatch--allall exceptionexception
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II. II. CarrierCarrier’’ss ObligationsObligations
c) c) BurdenBurden of of proofproof

CarrierCarrier toto proveprove
thatthat reasonablereasonable
stepssteps werewere takentaken
unlessunless thethe damagedamage
is is duedue toto firefire

RulesRules not not clearclear
General General practicepractice: : cargocargo ownerowner toto
proveprove unseaworthinessunseaworthiness andand lossloss
attributableattributable toto suchsuch unseaworthinessunseaworthiness
andand thenthen thethe carriercarrier is is toto proveprove duedue
diligencediligence andand anyany relevantrelevant exceptionsexceptions
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II. II. CarrierCarrier’’ss ObligationsObligations
d) d) LimitationLimitation of of liabilityliability forfor goodsgoods lostlost oror

damageddamaged

2.5 SDR 2.5 SDR perper kg kg oror
835 SDR 835 SDR perper
packagepackage oror
shippingshipping unitunit

10,000 10,000 PoincarePoincare
FrancsFrancs perper
packagepackage oror unitunit oror
30 30 PoincarePoincare
FrancsFrancs perper kilo of kilo of 
grossgross weightweight
2 SDR 2 SDR perper kg kg oror

666.67 SDR 666.67 SDR perper
packagepackage underunder
SDR SDR ProtocolProtocol

100 pound 100 pound 
sterlingsterling ((toto be be 
takentaken as as goldgold
valuevalue) ) perper packagepackage
oror unitunit
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II. II. CarrierCarrier’’ss ObligationsObligations
e) e) LimitationLimitation of of liabilityliability forfor delaydelay

2.5x 2.5x freightfreight
payablepayable forfor goodsgoods
delayeddelayed but not but not 
exceedingexceeding total total 
freightfreight

No No specialspecial provisionprovision
((thethe issueissue of of damagedamage duedue toto delaydelay not not 

coveredcovered byby thethe RulesRules))
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II. II. CarrierCarrier’’ss ObligationsObligations
f) f) LossLoss of of rightright toto limit limit liabilityliability

ifif carriercarrier intendsintends toto causecause lossloss oror is is 
recklessreckless knowingknowing lossloss wouldwould probablyprobably
resultresult

No No specialspecial
provisionsprovisions
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III. III. OtherOther majormajor differencesdifferences betweenbetween
variousvarious RulesRules

specialspecial provisionsprovisionsno no specialspecial provisionsprovisionsJurisdictionJurisdiction

2 2 yearsyears1 1 yearyearTimeTime--barbar

no no specialspecial provisionsprovisionscarriercarrier maymay loselose rightright toto relyrely
on on exceptionsexceptions toto liabilityliability

DeviationDeviation

specialspecial provisionsprovisionsno no specialspecial provisionsprovisionsArbitrationArbitration

not not excludedexcludedexcludedexcluded fromfrom thethe RulesRulesLiveLive animalsanimals

not not excludedexcludedexcludedexcluded fromfrom thethe RulesRules ifif
statedstated in b/lin b/l

DeckDeck cargocargo
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